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November 2, 2013

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Cities of Refuge” Part 3
Let us pray …

In Parts 1 & 2 over the last two Sabbaths we learned that God made provision for the safety of a person who innocently and accidentally killed another person. They were called cities of refuge and were so distributed that they would be within a half day’s journey from every part of the land; three cities on the east side of the Jordan and three cities on the west side. All roads leading to the cities were to be in good repair and had to have signposts saying “Refuge” in plain, bold letters.

We learned also that the Levites lived in the cities of Refuge as they were not apportioned any land as were the other tribes. Each city of Refuge had a high priest. 
We showed that in type, there was a manslayer who would be judged as to his guilt or innocence. There was the innocent victim; the city of refuge, an avenger of blood and a high priest.

In anti-type, bringing it down to our day, we learned that the victim is Jesus, and that everyone who has sinned is the manslayer including you and I, and that Satan is the avenger of blood who wants to end the life of every individual that wants to find refuge. We learned that the heavenly Most Holy Place is our City of Refuge and Jesus is our High Priest who has been carrying on the work of judgment since October 22, 1844, which eleven days ago was the 169th year, and began the 170th year of judgment.

I must say to those of us who have an addiction to worldliness, and for an example let me use professional sports. October 17, 1989 on a beautiful fall day, moments prior to the third game of the World Series between the Oakland A’s and the S.F. Giants, called the Battle of the Bays before 62,000+ fans at Candlestick Park in San Francisco, at 5:04 PM PST, a 7.0 earthquake struck that forced the games cancellation.

Many at the park arrived there by crossing the Oakland Bay Bridge which connected San Francisco with Oakland. I was actually watching that broadcast live. Before the earthquake, everyone’s mind was focused on their team. 

During and after the earthquake everyone was only concerned about their own safety as well as that of those that were with them, and how quickly the ball park emptied. 

The Oakland Bay Bridge suffered major damage and many lost their lives. All over the city was widespread damage to houses and buildings. Ruptured gas lines caused numerous fires over a very wide area. The blimp that was to fly over the ball game, became a reporter of the major damage over a significant territory. We sat amazed and shocked at how something that took seconds could be so devastating and can change the plans of millions of unprepared people. The newspapers couldn’t even tell a fraction of the story. The quake forced a ten day delay in the World Series. 
Was God sending His professed people a message about loving what the world offers us? Should a person who declares themselves to be Christian, allow their focus to be taken off Christ for a professional sports game that last three hours or longer. What is the harm one would ask? Where does Satan want our focus? On Christ or on the world? 

Lord I have to put you aside today because it is the Super Bowl and I don’t want to miss it and the commercials. Lord, I promise that I’ll have you back in my thoughts after the game; you see it’s my team that has a chance of being world champions. Lord, the whole world is watching this game. We can choose who and what to love, because we have free will. 
But the Bible says clearly in 1 John 2:15, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” Does God mean what He has written in scripture? Hear me now, is our love of sports worth losing the love of the Father? The scripture says “any Man,” and God is no respecter of persons. Does this scripture apply to every Christian in this generation? Probation will end soon. Do we want to be propped up in our easy chair during a Super Bowl, absorbed in the game, totally unaware that probation may have just ended? 
James wrote this under inspiration in James 4:4 says “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, (adulterers and adulteresses are men and women who profess love for God but are spiritually unfaithful by divide their love between God and the world) “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” Let me repeat, spiritual adultery is a professed Christian who also loves the world and what it offers. God says He loved us so much He gave His Son for our salvation. He has a right to command our undiluted love and faithfulness. Can our focus be on Christ at the same time a special teams man is running for a winning touchdown. Can we truly be among the remnant of God if we are so double-minded? We cannot dance around excuses and think God’s word says something that does not apply to our situation. Eve became convinced that the fruit God said don’t touch or eat was such a small thing. But was it?
1. We buy into Satan’s argument when we reason, what’s the harm in watching football or any spectator sport for that matter? Well here’s the harm from God’s word, If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” “Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” That’s the harm and God’s word is clear on this. Until the plagues fall, these devil inspired distractions will continue to lure God’s people from the work God has given them. You might call sacrificing sports a heavy cross, but didn’t Jesus command us to take up the cross and follow Him? Wouldn’t Jesus have participated in sports or been a spectator if that was where he wanted our focus to be? We need to see it as the real forbidden tree that it is. To defend it is not arguing the point with me. It is just as much rebellion against heaven as Eve picking and eating the fruit. It is loving the world and what the world offers. If I had not been a football fanatic, I would not understand it as I do today. Most pastors won’t touch this subject, because they are just as guilty. But we have been warned in scripture.
2. As the song says, “Nothing between my soul and my Savior, So that His blessed face may be seen; Nothing preventing the least of His favor; Keep the way clear! Let nothing between.
Nothing between, like worldly pleasure; Habits of life, though harmless they seem, Must not my heart from Him ever sever; He is my all, there’s nothing between.”  
God is not interested in how well we sing these hymns. He is concerned with if we live the words.

“Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:”         Isaiah 28:19 
I am only the messenger that understands the power of the sports addiction. I was hooked. But it has lost its attraction as the scriptures have clearly identified it as love of the world. This is a painful message for some here today. Some SDA’s have had problems with substance abuse, others diet, still others appetite or money. But when it comes to the sports addiction, it is a worldly lust that is most difficult to surrender. Most will justify this evil as harmless and plan on no changes in their lifestyle. That’s a freewill choice. But if the crave continues until our last breath, could the next words we hear in a thousand years be, “I never knew you.” Which has real staying power, the final score of a professional sports game or God’s eternal word?

Jesus said in, John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” We are in the closing moments of time in this final generation and He who said He will come, will come for His faithful. Our refuge is in heaven, not in television. No second chance to get it right.

Let the lost love the world and their sports and their idols, but not God’s people. Have you noticed that most sports broadcasts advertise the very things God’s people should not eat or drink?

Oh Pastor, you may say, this is a hard saying. I don’t know if I can give up competitive sports.
My brothers and sisters, the narrow path is the only path to heaven. Competitive sports and general TV entertainment will only be found on the broad road that leads to destruction.  For many Christians the word in heaven is, Hosea 4:17 “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.”
With the manslayer he had not time to delay, as delay could have been fatal. We don’t have much time to delay either. As Jesus represents the antitypical innocent man that was slain, so we are the anti-typical manslayer, filthy and dirty and covered with a sinful past, that must not delay seeking our City of Refuge, Jesus our High Priest in the Most Holy Place.
Luke 17:19-23 “But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.  In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. Remember Lot's wife.  Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.” 
Remember Lot's wife.  When she should have been fleeing for her life, she looked back to where her heart was. When you are a worker for the Lord, it is dangerous to look back with a longing for what you forsook.

Luke 14:16-23 “And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.  And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.  And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused.  And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.  So that servant came, and showed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.  And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.”

Let’s look closely at what we just read. First of all, Jesus the High Priest, is the Master of the House and the house is the city of refuge. Under the first call there were three excuses given. Everyone wants the benefits of eternal life, but for most the cost is too heavy.

Excuse #1. “I have a piece of land.” Possessions keep many from service.

Excuse #2. “I have bought 5 yoke of oxen and I go to prove them. Activities are another excuse that keep God’s people from service.

Excuse #3. “I have married a wife and cannot come.” Relationships are another reason many fail to answer the Saviors call to service.

So, possessions, activities and relationships are valued more than salvation.

There were two more subsequent calls given and though Jesus gave the three calls in a parable, they represent the three angel’s messages.

EW 119 “I saw that the remnant were not prepared for what is coming upon the earth. Stupidity, like lethargy, seemed to hang upon the minds of most of those who profess to believe that we are having the last message. My accompanying angel cried out with awful solemnity, "Get ready! get ready! get ready! for the fierce anger of the Lord is soon to come. His wrath is to be poured out, unmixed with mercy, and ye are not ready. Rend the heart, and not the garment. A great work must be done for the remnant. Many of them are dwelling upon little trials." Said the angel, "Legions of evil angels are around you, and are trying to press in their awful darkness, that ye may be ensnared and taken. Ye suffer your minds to be diverted too readily from the work of preparation and the all-important truths for these last days. And ye dwell upon little trials and go into minute particulars of little difficulties to explain them to the satisfaction of this one or that." Conversation has been protracted for hours between the parties concerned, and not only has their time been wasted, but the servants of God are held to listen to them, when the hearts of both parties are unsubdued by grace. If pride and selfishness were laid aside, five minutes would remove most difficulties. Angels have been grieved and God displeased by the hours which have been spent in justifying self. I saw that God will not bow down and listen to long justifications, and He does not want His servants to do so, and thus precious time be wasted that should be spent in showing transgressors the error of their ways and pulling souls out of the fire.”  {EW 119.1}
As we have learned so far, Jesus is represented as the anti-typical city of refuge and our High Priest in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly Sanctuary, and Satan, the accuser of the brethren is represented as the avenger of the blood, and we are represented as the innocent manslayer, and Jesus was the victim. In type, the manslayer was never to venture outside of the city of refuge, so we are ever to be in Christ. With this understanding, the following scriptures should hold even more meaning than before:
Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
2 Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” And we must ever believe and abide in Jesus.
James 4:17 “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”  
John 15:1-4 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.”

Jesus is the True Vine, He is the Master of the House and He is our city of Refuge. Verse 4 says we are to abide in Him. The 1898 Webster’s Dictionary says that ‘abide’ means ‘to continue in’ or ‘to dwell in.’

John 15:5 says “I am the vine, ye [are] the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” So we are the branches and in order for us to bring forth fruit, we must be abiding in Jesus.
John 15:10 says “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.” So how do we abide in His love? By keeping the commandments.

2 Thessalonians 1:8 “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:” So the time will come when the disobedient will face the consequences of their rebellion.

Romans 10:16 “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?” So many professed Christians have not obeyed the gospel.

“The sinner is exposed to eternal death, until he finds a hiding place in Christ; and as loitering and carelessness might rob the fugitive of his only chance for life, so delays and indifference may prove the ruin of the soul. Satan, the great adversary, is on the track of every transgressor of God's holy law, and he who is not sensible of his danger, and does not earnestly seek shelter in the eternal refuge, will fall a prey to the destroyer. {PP 517.2}  

     The prisoner who at any time went outside the city of refuge was abandoned to the avenger of blood. Thus the people were taught to adhere to the methods which infinite wisdom appointed for their security. Even so, it is not enough that the sinner believe in Christ for the pardon of sin; he must, by faith and obedience, abide in Him. "For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries."” Hebrews 10:26, 27.  {PP 517.3}  
“When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work, bringing a supernatural element into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly agencies is impregnable to the assaults of Satan. But unless we do yield ourselves to the control of Christ, we shall be dominated by the wicked one. We must inevitably be under the control of the one or the other of the two great powers that are contending for the supremacy of the world. It is not necessary for us deliberately to choose the service of the kingdom of darkness in order to come under its dominion. We have only to neglect to ally ourselves with the kingdom of light. If we do not co-operate with the heavenly agencies, Satan will take possession of the heart, and will make it his abiding place. The only defense against evil is the indwelling of Christ in the heart through faith in His righteousness. Unless we become vitally connected with God, we can never resist the unhallowed effects of self-love, self-indulgence, and temptation to sin. We may leave off many bad habits, for the time we may part company with Satan; but without a vital connection with God, through the surrender of ourselves to Him moment by moment, we shall be overcome. Without a personal acquaintance with Christ, and a continual communion, we are at the mercy of the enemy, and shall do his bidding in the end.”  {DA 324.1}
If we are not continually abiding in Christ, we could run the risk of being at the mercy of Satan, and you know that there is no mercy with Satan. It is only by the mercy and grace of God that Satan has not been able to destroy us. But let us not venture outside of our city of Refuge, Jesus.  

“Only the covering which Christ Himself has provided can make us meet to appear in God's presence. This covering, the robe of His own righteousness, Christ will put upon every repenting, believing soul. "I counsel thee," He says, "to buy of Me . . . white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear." Revelation 3:18.  {COL 311.3}  

     This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it not one thread of human devising. Christ in His humanity wrought out a perfect character, and this character He offers to impart to us. "All our righteousness are as filthy rags." Isaiah 64:6. Everything that we of ourselves can do is defiled by sin. But the Son of God "was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin." Sin is defined to be "the transgression of the law." 1 John 3:5, 4. But Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. He said of Himself, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart." Psalm 40:8. When on earth, He said to His disciples, "I have kept My Father's commandments." John 15:10. By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God's commandments.” {COL 311.4}  
“When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness.” {COL 311.4}

"Abide in Me, and I in you." Abiding in Christ means a constant receiving of His Spirit, a life of unreserved surrender to His service. The channel of communication must be open continually between man and his God. As the vine branch constantly draws the sap from the living vine, so are we to cling to Jesus, and receive from Him by faith the strength and perfection of His own character.  {DA 676.2}  

     The root sends its nourishment through the branch to the outermost twig. So Christ communicates the current of spiritual strength to every believer. So long as the soul is united to Christ, there is no danger that it will wither or decay.  {DA 676.3}  

     The life of the vine will be manifest in fragrant fruit on the branches. "He that abideth in Me," said Jesus, "and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing." When we live by faith on the Son of God, the fruits of the Spirit will be seen in our lives; not one will be missing.”  {DA 676.4}  

Romans 4:25 – 5:2 “Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

1 Cor. 15:14, 17 “And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.  … And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.”

We cannot let anything interfere with our duty to perfect holiness.

GC 489 “The intercession of Christ in man's behalf in the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan of salvation as was His death upon the cross. By His death He began that work which after His resurrection He ascended to complete in heaven. We must by faith enter within the veil, "whither the forerunner is for us entered." Hebrews 6:20. There the light from the cross of Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer insight into the mysteries of redemption. The salvation of man is accomplished at an infinite expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal to the broadest demands of the broken law of God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father's throne, and through His mediation the sincere desire of all who come to Him in faith may be presented before God.”  {GC 489.1}   It is of the highest importance that we understand the work of Christ as our High Priest in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly Sanctuary.
“When the loud cry, "It is finished," came from the lips of Christ the priests were officiating in the Temple. It was the hour of the evening sacrifice. The lamb representing Christ had been brought to be slain. Clothed in his significant and beautiful dress, the priest stood with lifted knife, as did Abraham when he was about to slay his son. With intense interest the people were looking on. But the earth trembles and quakes; for the Lord Himself draws near. With a rending noise the inner veil of the Temple is torn from top to bottom by an unseen hand, throwing open to the gaze of the multitude a place once filled with the presence of God. In this place the Shekinah had dwelt. Here God had manifested His glory above the mercy seat. No one but the high priest ever lifted the veil separating this apartment from the rest of the Temple. He entered in once a year to make an atonement for the sins of the people. But lo, this veil is rent in twain. The Most Holy Place of the earthly sanctuary is no longer sacred.  {LHU 44.3} 
     All is terror and confusion. The priest is about to slay the victim, but the knife drops from his nerveless hand and the lamb escapes. Type has met antitype in the death of God's Son. The great sacrifice has been made. The way into the holiest is laid open. A new and living way is prepared for all. No longer need sinful, sorrowing humanity await the coming of the high priest. Henceforth the Saviour was to officiate as priest and advocate in the heaven of heavens. It was as if a living voice had spoken to the worshipers: There is now an end to all sacrifices and offerings for sin. The Son of God is come according to His word, "Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God." "By his own blood" He entereth "in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us"” (Hebrews 10:7; 9:12) (The Desire of Ages, pp. 756, 757).

As the manslayer in ancient times had slain his victim innocently and did not delay seeking safety in the city of refuge, so Christ was innocently slain by us in our sins, and we need not delay as we seek safety in our city of refuge, Jesus, who is also our High Priest who continues to make atonement for us.

I conclude this study with this last quote from DA 25, “In stooping to take upon Himself humanity, Christ revealed a character the opposite of the character of Satan. But He stepped still lower in the path of humiliation. "Being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." Philippians 2:8. As the high priest laid aside his gorgeous pontifical robes, and officiated in the white linen dress of the common priest, so Christ took the form of a servant, and offered sacrifice, Himself the priest, Himself the victim. "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him." Isaiah 53:5.  {DA 25.1}  

     Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be treated as He deserves. He was condemned for our sins, in which He had no share, that we might be justified by His righteousness, in which we had no share. He suffered the death which was ours, that we might receive the life which was His. "With His stripes we are healed."” {DA 25.2}  

Let us Pray …

